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prevent the French Revolution of 1789; but instead of
making his foolish escape to Varennes in the Argonne,
which ended in his ignominious arrest, Louis XVI had
the more judicious thought of embarking for England,
where the King, his cousin, only too happy to honour
past services rendered, sent his ships on in convoy to
Quebec. Here, then, is the royal family in Canada,
and with it all that retinue of emigres who, as events
actually happened, dragged out a wretched existence
in England or in the royal courts of Europe. Among
them, of course, is Chateaubriand, and it is in Canada
that he writes Le Genie du ckristianisme. But, as
events turned out, where stands France today? Where
would it stand, and what would the true France be
today, if the France of the Revolution had beside it a
Kingdom of Canada which was the inheritor of the
monarchical legitimacy, of its doctrines, and its spirit?

Enough of these dreams! It profits little to seek to
determine what would have happened, if what did
happen had not happened, and all the more so since,
under one form or another, in all likelihood exactly the
same thing would have happened. Not, certainly,
because of inexorable fate, but because in analagous
circumstances, there is a certain similarity in the way
in which men use up their liberty.

I do not intend to appear for the defence of Vol-
taire, for whom I, personally, have no taste. The
sentences on the subject of Canada, with which he is
reproached in this book, are not the only ones that it
would have been better for him not to have written;
but I should like to say one word on his behalf. If, in
spite of his opinion, France had extended every effort
to maintain its Empire in the New World, would